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Robson, Thomas, Medical treatise 1615, MS B 986 
Condition when received: The full leather volume with four 
raised cords was in fair condition. Numerous pages bore mold 
growth at the gutter edge. Also, several pages in the front and the 
back of the text block were weakening and detaching at the gutter. 
The front fly leaf was fully detached; however, sewing of the text 
block remained intact. The same pages bore fragile foredges and 
heavy grime. ExtensIve embrittlement and darkening of the fly 
Sheets had occurred when acids migrated from the leather turn ins 
of the covers. The spine suffered leather loss at the crown and $plit 
leather along the top half of the spine. The cover was moderately 
abraded. 

Conservation Treatment: Grime was removed from outside 
pages using a block polyvinyl eraser (Stadtler) and grated crumbs 
of the same composition when needed. Seven loose and detaching 
pages were Supported at the gutter using kizukishi (Japanese Paper 
Place) and Secured with a combination of wheat starch paste (zin 
Shofu, Talas) and methylcellulose (A4M, BookMakers). Mold was 
deactivated using a spray-applied mixture of 20% deionized water 
with 80% ethyl alcohol (Nasco). The text block was brought into 
plane between blotters using mjld pressure. An additional fly 
page was inserted between the paste down and the antique fly page 
as a deterrent to migrating acids from the covers front and back. 
Treatment carried out by Rachel-Ray Cleveland 

Congervator, National Library of Medicine 04/2008 
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